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Talwation Explain'd. 


INCE it hath pleaſed his preſent Gracious Majeſty, 71;- 
an the Third, in his Declaration, upon his Coming into the 
MY Kingdom, to ſignifie, That ths Furs mri was intended for no 
| other deſign, but to have « free Parliament, and to have That 
CLF (as more eſpecially exprefling-his:mind ) fer tbe making ſuch 
Laws, as may Eſtabliſh a goed Agreement between the Church of 
bland, and all Proteſtant Diſſenters ; as alſo for the Covering of all ſuch, 
who 2111 [ive urvce' under the Government, as becomes good Subjetts, from 
pars upon the account of theiy Religion : I cannot but think it a 
ky ſeafonable and acceptable piece of Service;. to 'imake ſome little 
yer Explanation upon theſe Words ;: which carry 'in'them- the full 
wport of theſe two things;which wg call Comprehenſion and Indulgence ; 
Wd which no Wiſe man but will ſee ( if they be drawn up into ſuch a. 
W, 23 they ought, and paſs the Houſes ) are the true means to the. 
Wemenr, and Happineſs of the Nation. - [IE 
hall preſent the Explanation ; Then offer ſuch a, Bill ; And make 


me Animadverſion on it; and that is the Buſineſs of this Paper. 

Tor thefirſt of theſe,in this Atchievement then,or: Deſign (full of all 
meely Wifdom, Honeſty, and Goodneſs) there is a Double inte- 
£ be diſtinguiſhed, and weighed ; That of Religion itſelf, and thac: 
the Naticn. | | TH I | 

The Advance (of Religion (does confift much in the Unity of. its. 
actors, both in Opinion and - PraQice ; to be of qne Mind, and 
Neart, and one Way ( in Diſcipline and Worſhip ) fo far asmay 


4 
BE + 


J þ 
8 | 


kicording to the Scriptures. ” | 
Wile Advance-of the Nation does lie-in the Freedom and Flouriſh- 
0 Trade, and ingrafting the whale: Body into the Common Bene- 


- WW1d Dependines onthe Goveramenti:  ..:. - | 
- Wife Ove -of theſe: calls for an (Ef xb/;ſhed Order and Agreement : the 
oaks an Indulgence, andthe tulleſt Liberty of Conſcience that 
Wt Poterable, Fong tos CME of EY 
WW while People are indanger _ ſufferingabout Religion, they dare 
; | -@:. s —_ 
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rot launch into Trade, but keep their 1oney, as knowing not intg 
- What Streights they may be driven : and when, in reference'to tha 
SeF and Party, they are held utider Severzty, it is eafie for thoſewhy 
are deſigning Heads, to Mould them into Wrath and Faction; which 
without that occaſions would melt and. diſlolve is ſelf into bare diſſent 
of Opinion, peaceably rejoyciggutder the Ehjoyment of an equal Pro 


'tecFicn. 


- There are Two ſorts of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. One that owns 
Eſtabliſhed Miniftry, and.our Pariſh- Congregations, and arena ) 
pacity of Union upon that account; gravy « it heartily upon ſuch cog 


ſiderations only, as may but fatisfie their Conficienges in-the Mare 
The Other that owns not 'our'Churchesand ſqgare-uncapable of aCy 
junition, who do not; and cannot deſire, or ſeek it. - + 

For the Oxe, that which is to be propoſed, is a farther Latirude hh: 
the preſein Conſtiriited Order, that ſuch-may- be received ; and this 
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imrebenſiou. For the Other, there is indeed nothing can be done 
g-choſe 1n;-and joyn them with"us in Parochial Union ; yet is 
edhis tobe propounded, That we bear with them; and nor let any 
Fthat lives peaceably be Perſecuted for his Conſcience; and this 
tall dulpencee. - 0 eos A ST e. i 

tho Prozbyrerian now may be-Comprehended, hewill be ſatisfied to 
inhis Miniſtry, without any endeavouring the alteration of Epi/- 
any otherwiſe than. as. conducive to advance that Compreben/ion. 


; 
of 


be Cn egationaliſt be Indulged, he will be ſatisfied, though he be 
ended; for That he cannot come up to: And fo ſhall there 

_ om puton-any-but all be pleaſed, and enjoy the Benefit - 
& but the Stakes for Comprehenſion be ſet wide enough, to take 
'yhocan own, and come into the Publick Liturgy, ( which are 
te greater Weight of the Nation ) and when the Countenance 
k ority, and all State-EmoJuments arecaſt into one Scale; and 
lng but Labour - and Conſcience put in the other, the Men that 

not, being let alone co come to themſelves, without Perſecution 
Ware them, 'or Preferment to excourage them, ( eſpecially if one 
ene be- uſed, that is, ſome other Bill be preferred againſt Plu- 
be, to let in the Comprehended to ſomething, . that ſuch as come in _ 
[ind ic really better t6 them, to be a Prieff to a Tribe, than a Le- 
'z Family, ) we neednot doubt, but Time, the Miſtrifs of the 
& x the Unwile, willdiſcover the peaceable Fruit of 'ſach Coun- 


oP, * 
ty 


ſs ramch for the De/igz and Explanation of ir. Now for the Se- 
thing, A Billto comprize the Contents, and to prevent all ma- 
rand inſufficient Endeavours of any Perſcr or Party, to ſhorten, or 
# that Liberty of Religion, niore than is meer, or charitable to 
Frethren, ,on, one ſide or the.other, which we may expe from 
wand Queer; atid preſent Parliament, for the accompliſhment. 
Majeſties Royal Words, ſo well tempered with Benignity and 
min his Declaratics at firſt mentioned, and unto which the Na- 
Way undoubtedly. truſt : I ſhall need nothing, but to Re-print 
Which any one'may find who pleaſe, ( that no Body may take 
neon thereupon)” in a certain bound Book, calld, '7he Sa-. 
ave, {ct forth in the Year; 1683. beingthe reſult of much Agita- 
- Wi the Houſe of Commons,” for.Pafe and Mitigation to the Di- 
WP d-lcng ago, and' put together by conſent of ſuch that knew. 
ns iteir own Grievances in this manner, to lie by; and eto 
 Ecaſion, Ve Ou RR 


EM 
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may ariſe. among Protetams: BE I'T ENACTED, bythek 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, by, and with the Advice and. Conſent of the 
Sprritual and Temporal, and Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſn 

and'by the Authority of the ſame, THAT if any Perſon ſl (y 
out making any Interpretation of bis own, unleſs it be ſuch as ſhall bt al 
ed. by: his. Dioceſan, which if it bs Orthodox he ſhall do ) Subſcribe ond] 
clare his Aﬀent, and C ouſent unto,” and Approbatzon | of the Articles "Bl 


os,” mentiond ins the Statute made in the I 3th. Tear of the Late 


Zak th; except only, the 34th. 35th. IO, rs and mY 


The Church-hath Powerty 
cree Rites and Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Fa 
in liks manner, as be is already, obliged to Subſcribe and. Declare his 4 
ail Conferit unto, and Sorobarianof : foo 


theſe Words in the 20th. Article, viz. T 


all the ſaid 39. Articles: tory, 
Perſon ſhall be xs capab/e of Taking pop Degren, (9th Union. FA 
ordunntd Prieff or Deacon, or of eng collated, admitted, or put into, a 
hold ani enjoy any Eccle/iaftical Benefice, or Promotion, as if the ſaid 
3 or ij4 and Declared his Aſſcnt and Cinſent unto, and 4ppri 
of all the faid Articles of Religion. © RT 
AND. be ir further Enacted, by the Amthority aforeſaid, That evgy 
foir Ordained, between the Tear of our Lord,."1644, and the Fifi) 
in the Tear, 1660. aceording to, the Form of Ordination, uſed 63.111 
Hands by the Presbytery, ſhall be as capable of any Eccl:ſiaft1cat Bewh 
Promotion, 4s if. he had been Ordained,. according tothe F.rm of Maj 
Ordaining Prief's and Deacons in the Church of t,ngland. - 4nd! as 
Perſon Orgained enly by Prochyreti, finee ihe Tegr of yur L 14 6600 
be admitted to any Benefice, winleſs bd recerue a Second Ml 2:/6ricn of Heads 
forme Biſhop, to recommend him to the Grace of God, for the Wirk or Eh 
F his Office, in the Plaee or Charge wnto which he is Called ; and, Lk | 


ſpall fromte big Words accordingly, 
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+ MD WHEREAS, by a Statute made is the 14th. and 14th; es” 
8 We Moſes Reigp » Emtiuled, An At for the Uniformity of 
lick Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and other 
- AiW:nd Ceremonies 5 and for Eſtabliſhing the Form of Ordaining 
Confecrating Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, in ihe Church of 
W, there are Two Declarations impoſed upon ſeveral Perſons, and in 
naner as is there 1 : | . 
$IT FURTHER ENACTED, by the Authority afereſaid, 
wPaſon, that ſhall hereafter be preſented, or collated, or put into any Ec- 
hal Benefice, or Promotion, ſhall declare his unfeigned Aſſent and Con- 
he Uſe of all rhings contained, and preſcribed in the Book of Common- 
þ; yer wake and ſubſcribe the other Declaration or Acknowledgment viz. 
LB, Do declare, That it is not Lawful to take up Arms againſt 
Ine, &-c.) according to the Forms inthe ſaid A, inthergth. and 
Tear of bis Majefties Reign, dircfied and appointed: But that both 
ld Declarations ſhall be wholly omitted; any thing in the aforeſaid Stas 
th contrary, notwithſtanding. | | 
D he it further Enaed,. by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Per- 
Heeafter be capable of being collated,” admitted, or put into any Ec- 
ks Benefice, or Promotion, before ſuch time as the ſaid Perſon ſhall have 
th Oarbs of Supremacy end Allegiance befere the Biſhop of the Dioceſs 
uooeby impoured to adminiſter the ſame) and ſhall aiſo make and ſub- 
te Declaration, mentioned in an AG of Parliament, made in the 3oth. 
the Reign! of King Charles che II. Entitaled, An AQ to preventPa- 
bn Sitting in cicher Houſe of Parliament: And the Name of every 
iWtaking the Oath, and making and ſubſcribing the Declaration afore- 
W be exrolled, with the Day and Time of his taking the ſame, in Rolls to 
ky the reſpe&Five yoo Ml each Dioceſs, for that purpoſe. ny 
ID be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Parſey 
mn required by the Canons, or to go to. the Biſhops for a' Licenſe 
» rx. read) Lawfully Ordained ; any Statute or Cuſftom to 1 
WOT ARGINS, he Mo . os Es 
D' be is father Enatte, by the Autbirity afereſaid , That frows 
p, n0 Perſow wear @ Surplice, during the Time of Reading Commun 
ir Preaching, or performing any Religious Worſhip, .in any Church 
JW whatſoeverz except only in the Chappel of. the Kings Majefty, 
Sthedral Churches of this Realm of England, .ond Dominion of 


teſter be obliged to take-the Oath of Canonical Obedience, or to.make 


AND 
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Benceferth no Miniſter, or other Eccleſiaſtical Perſon; ſhall be obliged, ora 
p:Uled to uſe the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm ; or aniy Parent obliped th 
his Child Chriftened by the Miniſter of the Pariſh, 'if: the ſaid Minifte 
not uſe, or omit the Sign of the Croſs, according to the deſire of the Pan 
2vho in that Caſe may procure fome' other Miniſter foo it.. "Nor fol 
Child of any Perſon be refuſed Baptiſm, for want of any Gid fathers, 
God-mothers, ſo lonz as the Parent is preſent to fill their place. . : © 
'-*AN D be it further Enatted, by the Authority afore ſaid, That wo 1 
fer, or Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, that ſhall officiate in the Adminiſtration 
"Sacrament of the Lords Supper , ſhall refuſe it to any perſon, that diſry 
admitted to the ſame, although ſuch perſon ſhall nat aſe the geſture of K 
in the Att of receiving, nor come up to the Comunion-Table ; but ſhall þ 
fuch convenient place of the Church, where ſuch Perſon's ; and there gi 
-bim in ſome other decent gefFure, of Ordinary aſe in-the Reformed Ch 
*Nor ſhall any Miniſter Geronblal for the with-hihding-bis own 48, is 
very of the Sacrament, from any whont he judges Notoriouſly Unwonth 
unfit for it : Not for Sond his Reading the Sentence of Exc 
' cation,” againft any of his Pariſh, untill ht bt ſatisfud in the Caſe; the 


"Crime deſerves it. n 


-.” And to the intent, that Uhr may ( ſo far as it is needful, tw 


a it can) be ſtill Maintained, be it Enatted moreover , by the Authit 
foreſaid, That every Parſon, Vicar, and Lettwrer, ſhall conform tothil 
"gy of the Church, im the Ordinary Lords-day Service: , Reading the / 
bimfelf,, or Aſſiſtant, as by Law it Eſtabliſhed : Reſerwing'a Ne, 
"Faſt Liberty for bis Conſcience, in any Matter or Words, which 
efteems unlawful (and ſo to hims-it is Sin) and alſo for Prudence, in th 
management, to AF with reſpe to Time, Place and Ciroumſta fs, 
"appears moſt conducirue ro Edification.” "And as long as the main Bod! 
'Service appointed, 'is there Read, and the ſubſtance of the Offict be ther 
fermed ; he ſpall. not be Punifkable for any; breach otherwiſe tA 
- Uniformity ; any thing inthe [aid Statutes to the contrary notwithſrem 
AND for as _ as there are ſome Minifters ef a good Lift,» 
. wit (according to their Fadgments) allow of dur Parothiul _ j 
- Book of Liturgy"; but do chooſe 0 Wirſbip God, anl Feſus Chriff, wi 
of their Gathered, nd Separate Congregations ; and crave thePtuull 
- Clemeney of the King , upon their Allegiance as other Subje#s :. . 
BE is Enatted furthermore, by the Authority aforeſaid, | Thi 
Happineſs, and quiet of the Realm , and the Redu#ion of theſ®Minh 
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ens, than thoſe that have hitherto proved Unſucceſsful, All Proſecuti- 
tobe Penal Laws, againſt the Nenconfermiſts , of every ſert that pro- 
106: Proteſtant Religion, be ſuſpended, untill, by a further AG of Parlia- 
at: thoſe that art fit to be Tolerated, and the Intolerable ſhall be diſtin- 
ted; and ſuch Order be taken as is neceſſary, to the Settling a firm and 
tins Unicn in the Nation. | 
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{Thus much for the Firſt, and Second thing, the Deſien and Bill ; 
aw for the Third, ſome little Animadverſicns upon it. 1 muſt confels 
ar ſelf One, that am concerr.ed, and that have teen fo ſtill, when 
whwments fate, both in my Mind, and my Endeavours to the utmoſt, 
fPeace and' Union in the Church ; which is the cauſe that ghis B11, 
ks produced, was put and leſt ugon Record,' on purpoſe in that 
yok mentioned, for ſome future Parliament to uſe it ſelf , or to take 
Woſare by, for making ancther, if they would fit the Nencenfermiffs Ge- 
&2) Caſe, and accompliſh the Fnd defign'd. And now am I afraid 
kmy Heart; left when we have ſuch an opportunity, as. we never 
Wd really before, when King, and Queen, and Parliament, ard the 
ſhole People are for Uniting the Prerefanrs, as our Intereſt, againſt the 
ger of. the Papiſts from abroad, and at home, there Gould be 
we ObſtruRtion yet put to this Accommodation, which is ſo forward 
2d hopeful ; either through the Machinations of ſome cloſe Enemies, 
ſuch Mechods as we cannot diſcern, and ſo cannot prevent; or | 
koveh the ſhortneſs of rrae Friends, who for want of knowing xer- 
ly what it is the Nenconfermiſt muſt have , may be over-ſeen, or 
kerreacht, and fit down with ſomething leſs than will ſerve the 
mm ; and fof that Reaſon bave I gathered togetker, and Co rutforth 
bs Paper, though not without much Reluctancy ; becauſe 1 krow 
ell, that ome men will be ready to ſay, Wko are you ? and what 
yeyo0u to do with theſe Matters, which beleng to the Parliament ? 
Klfay, They do belong tome, and are the Concern of every Pcdy ; 
kdif, tor lack of a little intimation at firſt, the Noncenformiſt ſkould 
te to have their Conſciences choakt, and be deprived of their Li- 
ty atlaſt, thoſe Men of all other, that row wou!d ſtave me back, 
Krepiore me for medling, might more deſervedly be the Fiſt to up- 
ud. us all, ard fay, Why did you rot look better to it, when it was 
mic ? - You mayghank your ſelves; it was through your own negli- 
Fice, that you had nct what you would, at ſuch a Scaſon. 
z0it known therefore,(or remembred_)that there being two Bills in 
8 Houſe of Coammens vren the _— in Chirles the Secenc's UiEvs 
j - ; tne 


Cs - .-- 
the One of them for Comprehenſion, the:Other fot Indilgence; (the Ti 
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 _- Fereotherwife worded, bur.the Intentſach-):-The-Bill for Tvdwg 
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thing was wanting tothe Compleating of itz but the Þ4ll. for Comprebm 
fron, being drawn up by. Gentlemen that did not; and-could not filly 
underſtand the Scruples of 'the Nonconformiſts, was both imperfe&ajy 
negle&ted:: Only. one Perſon, without door, having procured a Co 

ond finding it ſo; did by applying himſelf to ſeveral Members aboutir 
get fomerhing to be changed, or put into it, at the Commirtee'; and uf 
terwards- (with Conſent, and Affiſtance of ſome of his Brethren) ij. 
prove. and perfed? it, againſt the Sirting of the-Parliament at Oxford; 
they, ſitting not, it was thought good to put it as a Memorial intothy 
Book, Md for that end, as is mentioned. | if 

When I fay,now, this Bill was perfe#ed; as I mean it only in regun 
to the Contents, leaving the Words to be formed better, as a Parliaptd 
pleaſed; ſo by this Perfe&ion,l mean not ſuch'a Menſare,as all thoſeCon 
deſcentions, or Allowances, fit to to be made to the Difſenter, may 
not Exceed ('for there is the Service-Book may be Reviſed, and evan 
thing init, that gives occafion of ſtumbling to'any, 'may. be changed! 
and there are other things may be expected at. this timie, which couk 
not rationally heretofore_): but ſuch a Meaſure,as they muſt not fallfl 
of,, without rendring the Bill inſignificant. For if there be ten Thet 
in the Nonconformiſts Foot, and the Biſhops pull out : Nine of they 
and Teave the Tenth, he cannot go along with them for that One aily 
"There are ſome few Additions therefore inſerted in this Bil; whid 
were not pur into it by the Committee at that time ; the Reaſons wii 
of will appear.in their own Light; Excepting Two of them, which 
will therefore ſpeak ſomething about, the One being ' concerning th 
Subſcription of the Articles, the Other concerning Orders. %, 

_ I will begin with that concerning Orders. -In the late Times, wht 
the Biſhops were down, many were Ordained by >Presbyters,. andM 
 'Parlianitnt was. willing to allow thoſe Orders, as good'in.a- Caſe of Ne 
' ceflity :: Butthere being Others ordained fince the return of theY 

ſhops, there was no Provifion made for ſuchin the Bi... As for 'tii 
Perſons therefore, that no-negle& of the Biſkps may- be countenan 
Here is the Propoſal of ſuch a Layingoy of; their Hinds,which may be 
fully received. . For there is Ordinatio ad Offciams,i & Reordinatio al 
ritium particulars may conſiſt together: An Ordination to the Offer; 
4iniſtry it Telf, is not to be repeated.He that .is once ordained to. Ih 
Whether by Presbytcrs, or Biſhops, cannot receive 'the 5Spiritual: wi 


was ſo well attended by. Til induſtrious Member of. the Houſe, hl ths 


"0p C11) 

mleCharafter,) or be. made Miniſters, Again: But there is a Laying oþ 
6 Fade to the Work of that Office, in regard to a new. Charge, as 
ml and Barnabas, who were Miniſters before, are yet ſeparated to that 
ullyaor 17k, unto which the Holy Ghoſt called thew ( A&#s r 3.) By 

ade Lajivg 072 of ' rhe Hands of thoſe at Antiech, and ſuch an Ordina- 
op) lien 25 this, being capable to be uſed more than once, is the Remedy 
ut it Wyplyed therefore to theſe Perſons in the Bzll, as the only medium for 


ok 


LGlution of this Difficulty. 
=For the Other: matter concerning the gs to the Churches 
Inicles, IT have ſomething more than this, to ſay about it. Whoſo- 
ter have read a Book, called, A part of Regiſter, wherein there is 
Erglation of ſeveral things, in reference to the Nowconformifts in Q. 
Wzheth's Days, they will find, that nothing was then ſo grievolis to 
km, as the Subſcriptions of thoſe Times, and the Subſcription to theſe 
ticles was one ; which gives me Affliction to conſider, how by the 
Intexture of both thoſe Bills, before named, and like now, to be re- 
ned, and. be - two again, the Noncentormiſt Miniſters whole 
redom from Proſecution of the Law againſt him, is: made ta 
bend upon his - Subſcribing the Articles of Religion ; A. bottom 
Inuſt ſay, more--narrow,- more ſervile, and leſs ingenuous,. than 
othfipht be wiſhed. For what man of a free Judgment can Subſcribe to 
hen 39. or 36. Articles, which himſelf hath not drawn up, without a 
ol MMliere his own interpretation ? Indeed, if that were a thing 
Rai, upon the reading the Articles, to frame a Senſe of ones 
hn, and Subſcribe it in thatſenſe; 'nothing would be more eaſie, than 
Tc a Subſcription : But when the Izpeſirions of our Superiours mult 
ng iinicientiouſly be taken inthe Senſe of the Impyſers, or elie we do but 
. - Wifraricate, are falſe, or perjurious in the ſight of God : there is no- 
wig almoft under Heaven, that a Man {ſhould be more tender 
nd 0 than this buſineſs of S»bſcribing. The doubtfulneſs of many about 
"tf: NE Ceremonies, is not: to be compared to a Convidtion of Conſcience 
he Ut 2 Man muſt not Subſcribe to any point of Do#rine, which he be- 


* neWiccuntrue ; and I muſt needs add,that Except the Declaring and Swear- 
ny that it i not lawful to take Arms againſt thoſe that are Commiſſunated 
Ute King, upon: any cauſe, there is no part of Conformity more hard to 

id By Genius, © than this Subſcription, It is an unfortunate thing there- 

foe, iiee, that, when Afſent and Conſent to the Liturgy, is found a thing 


» 1048Wtruly grievaus to all, asi0 be judg'd neceffary tobe taken away; this 
Poweficnt and Conſent yer, and: Approbatian of the Articles, ſhould be 
Wuoht no - Grieyance to ary Pody. Eſpecially, when in Ove, 
F Is 5 02 * the 
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the Conformiſt hath a Shift, or Salvo, that he Subſcribes but-tothe 
Uſe :- but in the Orher, there is no. Shift; no Salvo at all, nothing but 
down-right- Hypocriſie and Falſe-hoed;z: when a Man comes and pro- 
feſſes his Aſſent and Conſent to, and Approbation of, thoſe Artiden 
the Churehes Senſe, but does underſtand them to be true, only in his 
wn, I know indeed, that- in the Opinion of many, ſome of our 
more eminent Divines,the Subſcribing the Articles 1s to be taken for 
nothing but a Reſpect to the Church, and an Engagement, that they 
will not Preach againſt them : But theſe Men, how. worthy, of how 
conſcientious they be otherwiſe, muſt be told, that in this they ſhew 
no Conſcience; for F would know from any ſuch Man, in what Dj- 
Hionary I ſhall find, that 4ſſert and Conſent to an Article and Approbatin 
of it, is no more than I won't Preach againſt it. And,what Impoſiti; 
on after that ſhall hold him, who can get leave of his Conſ- 


- ence to make ſuch an Evaſion 2 Beſides that, to promiſe I will never 


Preach or Write againſt theſe Articles, if I beheve the Church miſt 
ken in the Dofrine of any of them, is really to me a harder Tak; 
than to Subſcribe them; in as much as to tell one Lye, is not fo grievous 
as ® tel a great wary; whichas often as I break my Promiſe, I muſt 
be doing. | 
The Queſtion therefore here ariſes upon this, What the Parliameit 
ſhould do about this Subſcription, ſeeing it is a Grievance undoubtedly, 
and ought to be Redrefſed:Now there are Four ways may be propoſed 
Either the removing it; or changing it; or providing a Salve againſt it 
or that, whichis leaſt, the letting this little Addition ſtand, and bez 


| Jowed, which is put into the Bill, for that end. 


For the firſt Way; I muft needs ſay,That chat is the eaſieſt; and iti 


a common Saying, The firſt x beff. And what does hinder, but thi 


Hſſent and Conſent to the Articles may be taken away, as.well x 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Book of Common Prayer ? ' Hete are the 
ſame crooked /*'s to ſtick in our Throats,and why ſhould not bothDe 


_ clarations fare alike ? Why,is it not enough fora Man to profeſs his 


lief of the Scripture, and of the Apoſtles Creed, and to take the Tel 
againft Popery, to qualify him for the benefit of any Bill of this kind: 
For theSecond Way, which I ſuppoſe to be the moſt likely to takt 
Effe&, is this. Let theſe Declarations of our 4ſt and Conſent i0; 
and Approbatien of the Articles, which we are required now! a 
Subſcribe, be turned into a Declaration of That which the more itigþ 
nuous of our Conformiſts do ſay, is all their meaning in their Subſenb: 
ing-of them ; and that Pxpedignt may do the bufingſs, We Ker 
OYY DULBIVES \bſcrid 
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kribe to fach Words as theſe, - withthe Reſervation of a lefs Mean- 
, That is Equivocation ; but we may Subſcribe to ſach Words as 
miſc only that Meaning; inſtead of theſe' whichſignifie more, and bs 
afein our Subſcription, I A. B.-do declare, That I do bear that due 
pet to the Church of England; and her Book of Articles, as an. 
wſtrument of - Concord ; That I will not Seditionfly or Schiſmatically, T- 
Il(nor dire#1y or expreſly Preach-or Write againit any of them, tothe. 
Seach of Charity, or making diſturbance among Chriſtians. There 
wiome fuch Words as theſe muſt be put in, for con/equentlally and. 
adively,or before we are aware innocently and ſometime neceſſarily,in 
ward ro ſome point of Do&rine, which we think in their Senſe con: - 
try to Scripture 3 we muſt and ſhall Preach againſt them, and yer 
wr Promiſe muſt not be broken. I will, to aveid Scruple, quite as to- 
by ſelf, and for the fuller fatisfation tomy Conformilt Brethren, and- 
hacquit my. Conſcience. before all forts of Men, make this Declarati- 
nof my own Accord. That I do from my Heart give my Conſent tothe 
Mrmation of Religion, which was made by the Church of England in her 
Dfrine, and ber Worſhip: I do efteem thoſe Perſons, that are made Mini-. 
rr by ber Book of Orders to be lawful Miniſters,and ourParochial Congrega- 
ins to be true Chriſtian Churches, conſifting of Paſture aud People, ho have. 
ulmdamental Authority from Chriſt, of Teaching and Ruling them accord- 
m to bs Inftitution ; I do ſubmit to ber Government, as under the King : 
1d 1 do receive her Articles and Homilies, as Books full of wholeſom Truth, 
wl rod Inſtruttions, Inſtrumental to Concord; and that They contain in them 
| things neceſſary to Sabvation, | 
For the Third Way, It is that, which, if I might chooſe,. I ſhould. 
fer before any, as moſt agreeable to my Spirit ( for the ſake of other 
dcumbrances like this): and my Propoſal ſhall be the:purting into the 
a (or ſuch Bills) a Clauſe for the ſaving a Mans Conſcience, though 
do Subſcribe, and fubmit to ſuch Injunctions as theſe are ; and thar. 
uſe which I would offer upon this account,. ſhould be to this pur- 
, committing the Words. (here and before) if they offend, to the 
nendment of the Lawyers. ——And foraſmuch as all Impoſitions are to 


| wakes in the Senſe of the Impoſers, unleſs ſome provifl-n of 7iberty, Allow- 


we, or Exception be made for the Taker to do otherwiſe, it is bereby declared, 
at this Subſcription(Aſſent Conſent ;Approbation)zs not impoſed,or to be impo- 


c W 9 any is the very Senſe and Meaning of the Compilers of the Articles or 


oo: vers (whereof a Man can never be ſure, and hardly ſo much perſwaded of 
"times, as to- att in Faith) but in a Rational Conſtruftion ( agreeable 
' W'/** Holy Scripture ) of the Subſcribers own, or of ſome judicious Rapyſor . 

v de I "6.8 


( 14 ) 0 
- that ss, in the Terms of the School, nit in the- Amthentick, but a Di 
. Interpretation. — | ant | ,-<. 
- For the Fourth andLaſtWay,which is That Ttake in this Bill, in regar 
to the Paſling it with the lefs Notice: ( for it is bronght-in, as the Re 
der may fee, in a-Parentheſis ) ; I muſt confeſs it to be ſome thing 
incident with the Third, but more-confined ;* conſiſting in a Liber 
of a Man's own Senſe, for ſuch as ſcruple at any Article , - but ſo-ae4 
bring his*Exp/ication to the Biſhop, that if it be Heretical, he may-rejed 
him; if Orthodox, receive him: and fo a due Regard be had totheCon 
ſciences of ſuch Perſons, 'and yet the Church not negle&ed upan thi 
Account. - 
- By this way of Providing againſt the Scruples of the: more Conſide 
rate, about this momentous piece of Conformity, ithe Subſcription ti 
theArticles,(when the Provifion only of the Exception of Three of then 
will be too ſhort ) we muſt not underſtand-this Bill to be drawn g 
fo, becauſe this way is beft ; but upon Suppoſition, that neither of < 
other 'Propoſals would be granted , -and alſo, becauſe this Billisn 
new Billnow, but Produced ; This is a Bill Printed Six or Seven Ye 
ſince; and at that time, this way was that only which could be thouph 
on (and in this manner to be brought in) as more likely to be Paſſed; 
Howbeit, the Scene now being altered, I cannot tell but one of th 
other ways may paſs ſooner; and this I am ſure, that ſome Condeſre 
tion herein, appears more and more neceſlary from that Conſideratit 
which is yet farther to be prefled, the difficulty (I mean) at botton 
which lies here. The Articles of the Church muſt be taken in the Sn 
of the Church, The Pailiament indeed impoſes the Subſcription; bi 
3s not the Impoſer in whoſe Senſz the Articles muſt be taken, beca 
it enjoyns them as the Churches Articles, that is all one as enjoyningthen 
to be taken in her Senſe ; and that Church is the Church in Q, Elie 
beth's Days, when the Articles were compiled and enjoined at firlt At 
hereupon, I will offer one In{tance; and ſuppoſe a Man-to ſcruple thi 
11th, Article, which tells us, 'That we ate jufifed by Faith only. Tdohen 
believe in'my Conſcience, thatthe Senſe wherein the Church thenur 
derſtood This, muſt be the Senſe of our Firſt Reformers, and thati 
by Faith taken Obje&tive, in fenſu Correlative, not as a Work, bur an] 
ſfrument; which in fhoit is,in ſuch.a Senſe (which Divines know) as &x 
cludes all Works, Evangelical as well as Legal, from Juftification. Twi 
ſuppoſe now, that the Man comes to the Biſhop,and ſays, He canfor ful 
{cribe this. Arcicle in the Churches Senſe, becauſe he verily believes thi 
to be her Senſe;and that to be inconſiftent-with St. Fames,who fays ay 


Ong). 


i hecontrary, That by Works « Men is Fufified, ond not by Faith only: 


I horefore defires he-may ſubſcribe in his own Senſe, which he is rea- 
Fo tender, viz. That by Faith he underſtands Chriftianity, or the 


wine 6 Chriſtian;and that by Faith only, he underſtands St. Paul's Faith -* * 


out Forks, that is, Faith without the Works of the Lew, or with- 
being Circumciſed, and living according to the Laws ;- and ſo he 
kes.in the Senſe of St. Paw, for'the Senſe of the Arricle; That a Man 
int juſtified by living according to the Law, but living according to 
Goſpel only. -I would asknow, Whether there be not reaſon here, 
&<.that ſuch a Man ſhould not be excluded for this ſcruple 3 and that 
ere ſhould be Licenſe provided by ſome ſuch Clauſe in the Bill, for 
keBiſhops to admit him-upon this Explanation; Efpecially, ſeeing the 
conciliation of St. Fames and St. Paul, is thereby made-1o clear, as it 
wſt tempt his Acceptation: Ns Ee 


; ks for the Roman Catholicks at laſt, I will not baulk my Opinion. 


te King (while Prince of Orange) hath expreſly ſaid in his Declarati- 

, that he Excepts not the-Papiſts, And T-need not refrain my conftant 
Rovphts.. T am one my ſelf, 'be ſure, thatwii-not for Peper, but-muft 
Minpuiſh berween the-dangey of it wken it'is/in Dominion, (that is Up- 
moſt by Law-or Force) and where it is in S#bjugaticn: | very much 

ad the Ore, I am very gentle toward the Other. In order to this, T 


laſt be againſt the Permiſſion. of--FaRors for aForeign Juriſdiction ; - 


RAould not murmur,if the Sanguinary Laws (whereby ſuch a Crime 
made, as Treaſon, to be capital) were repealed. Again, I am one 


wt for the Maſs, and a general open tolerating itsYeotaries in the Publick-: 


dſemblies; becauſe all Proteftants judg it 1dolatry, and that open Idolatry is 
IN to be tolerated, where it can be helped : But for the private pea- 


able Recuſart; that enjoys his Religion to himſelf, .and meddles not. 


th other Folks, his Caſe vs the ſame (Ljudg) with the Difſenters ; and I 
aſtill for our doing to.them, as we would. have had them do unto us 
kt 2 while ago, fin only. excepted. tr not altogether with the Idolater, 


4 


' then muſt ye needs go out of the World. 


[hare no more to ſay now, but ſome little about the turning the - 


vo Bills Cas,they were formerly in the Houſe) into'Ore, .which is. done 


0 the Print from whence I took. it.;. . theReaſon-whereof, I ſuppoſe, 


es th 


dire 


Kthe tediouſneſs of the Bill for. Indu{gence.; which providing tor the - 


of fo mariy, and ſomething or other-being like:to be omitted, it 


_ i ed more eaſie, and more ſafe, to wrap up all theſe Caſes together, 


dy 


tsTecurity of a general Suſpenſion of the Penal Laws about Religion, 


Wl a Parliament. come that can haye leiſure, by a'Committee or Ap- 
| | | pointment.. 


| ; 
, 
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- pointtment of Two-or Three Sedulous-Lewjers;that&e fit for the Work 
and willing to attenf ir; to look over all the Statutes that concern Re 
ligion, for the finding out every thing that is hard, and fit to beRepeq- 
led, whether itbe the whole 4#,' (or the A# at Oxford) or part of i 
(as the Uniformity 4#) to the end, thit thoſe Parts and Clauſes (ifors 
grievous but tothe Papiſts themſelves) being duly conſidered, and My 
ters thoroughly adjuſted, an 4# may be drawn up, that ſhould þ, 

.-a Repealing 4#, to deliver us from fuch Burdens altogether ; and t 

' were the moſt Effe&ual Indulgence, or beſt way to it, that is imaginable 

..And as for Comprebenſ.on then, which is a matter of more Curioſity; D, 

| bate and Couniel, Ic were well that this Bi/l here propoſed, might hy 

| brought in, and paſt for a Staying A&#, or Interim of Pacificaticn, wntil 
'Tryal of the Comprehended; ſome Conſults of the Comprehended an 
Indulged; a Convocation of the Conformiſts, with part of the Con 
prehended choſen into.that Convocation ; a Reviſalof the ChurchesLi 
.turgy, their Book of Orders, their Articles, their Homilies, their Canon: 
with other ſuch preliminary matters pre-ordered, may- Adminiſter th 
. Adyantage to a more compleat 4#, and better Eſtabliſhment, than cx 
be expected at this Seaſon. I will conclude with wha. is apt at preſent 
, Comprehenſion. without Indulgence deſtroys .the Separatiſt, that is, bot 
the Papiſts and SeQaries. Indulgence without Comprehenſion dcpogiin 
the Church. Comprehenſiou with Indulgence Unites the Proteſtants, 


cures the Church of England, and gives Eaſe and Safety to all People 


| ADVERTISEMEN T. 

| A Lehough there was ſo much Care taken of the Bill of Indulgence ( 
have ſaid Page 10: ) when drawn up, that nothing needful ſhould! 

left cut ; yet am I told wery newly, That there us cne Clauſe in the A of 
- niformity, waking Diſſenters lyable ro pay 100 1. for adminiſtring the $ 
crament, eſcaped their Remembrance ; and that it is good thevefore ſome | 
neral Words, providing 4 Covering for them from all Damger, by Commat 
and Statute Law unknown, as well as from the Penalties of the Law el 


THE 


merated, were added to the Bill, 
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3 the Bill for Þdlgezce was brought into the Heuſe of Lords 
F and knowing the Contexture long fince, it made me ſpeak ſo 
+ much of the Subſcription to the Articles, as I have done. Since then L 
an caffil+ have ſeen the Bill for Compreben/ion,which is brought in There likewiſe. 
"And though I cannot but in Gratitude take notice of the Candour in it, 
that the Subſcription to the Articles ps 9s ; yet doll find Two 
things in it, which' the Nexconformiſts will ſtick ac, fo that if” chey be 
- not mended, the Bill is like to do no Good. — © | 
 * Oneof theſe things like to ſtick, is this Declaration : I A. B. do ap- 
frove of the Dofrine, Worſhip, and Government of the Church of England, as 
h Law Eſtabliſhed, &c. "The Government here intended, includes 
the Hierarchy, with irs Officers and Offices, Lay-Chancellours, Offici- 
as——, and I know not what more we muſt Subſcribe to,when we ſay, 
we approve of this Government. And when the 36th. Article of the 
Church is excepted from our Subſcription in the Bill of Indulgence, as 
known to have been ſo grievous to the Nenconformiffs, from Queen 


? B*- I ſent the fore-going Sheets to the Preſs, I underſtood that 


va E. Eizabeth's days untill now, in regard to the Arch-Biſhops and Bz- 
: of Tops, though it ſays only, that the Book for their Conſecration harb in 
the 58 nubing Superſtitions and Ungodl((whichit may not have,though in ſome- 


| thing otherwiſe we may not approve it,)I wonder it ſhould not come to 

 bethought, that ſuch words would not down with our Newconformiſts, I 

= prove a Government ; Eſpecially when ſome of the moſt Grave of 
' tiem, have took the- Covenant for us Extirpation. I ſhall therefore 


THE Houſe of Commons, that if ſuch a Declaration muſt be impoſed, ſome 
W ich words as theſe may be ſubſtituted in its room: TA. B. do heartily 
; prove of the Refermation made by —; Church of England, in ber Dofrine 


E POSTSCRIPT. 


 lnmbly beſeech the Houſe of Lords, if it be not toolate, or if it be, the 
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and Worſhip : I (ball ſubmit to ber Government, ſo far as can with 4 yood ; 
Conſcience : ' And Ireceive-her- Artieles ,-as conducive to Concord; and an. 


taining in them all things neceſſary to Salvation. - + = = 
The Other Thing like to ſtick,is the Buſineſs of Re-ordinaticn, in re- 
_ gard to thoſe that have been ordained only by Presbyzers ; and it is to 
- benoted, that there is a Device offered in this Bill, tor Regonciling the 
 _ - Biſhop and Presbyter, by giving Satisfaction to Both : The Biſhoj 
_ Challenges a ſole Right of-giving Ordeps, {rom the. Gzzons. of the 4je- 
ths, (asthey are call | 
himſelf) down to the Reformation : Ayd the Miniſters ordained by 
Presbyters plead the Cuſtom of the Reformed Churches,and their 4y- 
thority from Chriſt ; accounting, .that the Spiritual Power comes nor 
by the Hands which are laid on him, whether of Biſhop or Presbyter, 
( and therefore ſays Hooker, -*7Ve breath not on the Ordained, as.Chyi 
did ) but flows immediately-(the Conditions being put ) from Chrilt's 
Inſtitution. If the Biſhop part with this Privilege, he degrades himſelf 
of the Power the Church hath giveni him; and if the Miniſter recedes 
from his former Orders, he departs from the Authority Chriſt hath 
given him- To reconcile both; this is' the Device. The Bihop ſhall 
acknowledg the Perſon ordained by Presbyters, to be a Miniſter alrea; 


5 WT TI oe 2 


dy, whoſe Miniſterial 4&s have been and are valid, as the 4s of any | 


other Miniſter; and that he ordains him not therefore to the Office, which 
he has already, but admits him'to the Exercife of his Miniſtry in the 
Church of England, and conſequently to the Emoluments that may a; 
riſe to him upon that' /ccount. The Man was, and is, and mult be 
a Miniſter of Chriſt before; but he is no Legal Miniſter, or not to be ac- 


counted, reputed, held to all Intents aud Purpoſes a Miniſter of the Church 


of England, till he hath received Impoſition of {Tands from a Biſhop. He 
1s a Miniſter before, in foro Dei, but not tili then a Minitter in. fero 
Eccleſia Anglicane. As a Man, who 'is a Gradazte, or 1510.2 Daya 
beyond Sea, and comes to London he is, and miſt ba ackaowicagel4 
true Dofor ; but he ſhall not have Liberty to” Pra#;/e,. till admitted wr 
to our College of Phyſitians. En, | {2 

I muſt confeſs my elf partial inmy reſpe&ttothis Device; for Iuppolp 
* deriv'd from Dr. 4kinss credit intothis Bill; and I know from whenG, 


and upon what account, hereceived;it; T will therefore ſay. thus much. 


for it ;- That if this Device, may be owt, and acknowledged tor what 
it is, that is, a New Thing, of a New Inſtitati;nin the Church, for which 
an Office ſhould be made, and no trick put on the Nonconformifts by 
«: AST ke no cauſe then, why ſack af Ecgleſiaitical HR 


ed )) and'from Councils and Fathers, ' ( even Feroy 


a! - af  & wowed bcc le a—__  *.._. 
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[hee neceflary for Peace-ſake, might not be Made ; ſo. do T appre- 
E kegd-no--untawfulneſs -in the ſubmitting to it, Tf any ill bein it, it 
| "muſt lie ofi the part of the Biſhop, who brings in: a Thing into the 


4 . 


- which I believe is not to be found in Chriſtendom ; For a Miniſter of 


ima Miniſter: of the French or Dutch Church, though it might be oz. 
| cherwiſe here, becaufe the Reaſon for it before mentioned, is not 
' thereas here : But as to the part of the Submitzer, the evil of Re-or- 
| dination lying only in the Vacating our firft Miniſtry, which is 
| Sacriledge, and here being no ſuch matter, ſo long as our former Mi- 
 riſtry is publickly profelſed by the man himſelf, and Biſhop, and 
whole Church, there can be no Evil (I fay) in a fecond Impo- 
| ſition of Hands, 'as thus uſed only, unleſs you will fay, it is a breach 
' of the Third Commandment, a taking an Ordinance of God in 
Vain; when there is here no Ordinance of God at all, but an Humane 
* Ifitution for ſo good an end as Peace in the Church 3 which be+- 
' ing made*the Qualification of a perſon, for the uſe of ms Miniſtry in 
' publick, and - the enjoyment 'of a Living, Who is: the man that 
lfay, itis done in-vain? Nevertheleſs, if this Device ſhould 
bopily paſs Both Houſes ( which being a New Thing, and preſented 

| bare-faced, will rather be called a Monſter, and turn'd out of Doors ) 
_ two things muſt be adviſed. | bh 2 | 
+,,0nc1s, That in the adminiftring ſuch an Inſtitution, TInftead of theſe 
* words, the Biſhop is appointed to uſe, . Take thou Authority to Exerciſe 
thy Miniſtry in the Church of England ( whereat the Nonconformilſt 

Miniſter having his Miniſterial Authority already, will Scruple ) it is 

better theſe be uſed: Receive thou Admittance, by the Impeſition of my 

Hands, to the Exerciſe of thy Miniftry, in the Church of England, and in 

any Church in my Dioceſs where thou ſhall be called. x 
The Ozzer is, That the adminiſtrating fuch an humane Ordinance as 

this, in.o:der to Union, may not be called Re-ordination, which is a 

Name fo odious in the Church in all Ages; , but as itis a New Thing, 

and ought to have a New Offce appointed for it; ſo it ſhould have a 
| New Name alſo. Let a Conftitution or Cano be made for it, and an 

Ofice or Fer to adminiſter it, and let it be called Cannonical Admiſſion. 

' And now I have faid thus much, This is not the thing wherein Iam 
concern in my Bill; To be ordained to the Office of a Miniſter, does 
make a Man, in common account, a Minifter of the Univer/al Church ; 
ad a Minilter of the Church Unverſa!, muſt be a Miniſter in her 


Bghſh Church, which I confeſs I never read of in Antiquity, and 
England 'is not Re-ordained-by the French, or by the Dutch, to make . 


Church. 
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Wh ant the [mpoſition'of Hands, to make a'Man:a, Miny 


Church:of England; who- was a Miniſter inevery.one before, {3 Ng! 
Thing, ( T have fail) + and: perhaps ?will be hou he ari 04d Zhin —_ 
But co. make a Man;whois a Miniſter already of the Univerſal urch,*; 
«0 be the Miniſter:-of [ſuch ' a particular place,' that was not-their par- 
ticular Miniſter before, isno New Thing, nor. Odd Thing. Andif. Yea. 
ry Perſon, not Epiſcopally- ordained already, ſhall be bound to gow. 
his Biſhop, ' whe he has ſuch a Call, for-his Blefling, with Impofition 
or Bands in-reference to ſuch a Plare, that. js, to pray for God's Blelling 
or Afliſtance of him, 'to fulfill-thar Work ;*there can-be nothing. of 
Scrpple or doubt-about tte Lawfulneſs of his ſo doing. Qnly I will fig- 
poſe an Office here: to be made, as I haye ſaid before, and'in a Prayer” 
fitted to the Caſe, the Perſon being on his knees, and the Biſhop read. 
Ing over him; Iwould inftead of thoſe words before preſcribed, have 
cheſe only brought in, —7/hom by thu Impoſition of my Hands, we recom- 
anend to the Grace of "God, for the Work unto which be ts called. , *-. 
One thing yet muft take notice of, That inthe Bill for Comprebeyfus 
inCGherless time;it came to be:altiowed at the Commyztee, that-the Ordi- 
nation of thoſe that were ordained only by Presbyzers,fromi 644.to1 6g: 
ſhould be held good (though Others were left to be Re-ordained;)alkt | 
Lcannotbutbe Sorry, that athing ſo ſmall, ſo equitable as thar (when 
there was no Biſhops to go to f6r Orders)ſhould be with drawn; Seeing 
the Teſtimony of an Exgliſh. Parliament , to the Validity of Prezby. 
zerian Orders, in honour to the Reformed Churches abroad, were : 
FJome conſiderable Attainment. LE OR : 4 


